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AN unhappy prejudice has often existed between natural science 
and religion. It has been so frequently and earnestly insisted 
that science is at variance with revealed religion, that the friends 
of religion have sometimes indulged sentiments of hostility 
against science, and have thus given no small occasion for the 
reproach that ignorance is the mother of devotion. A large 
measure of the prejudice against religion among the more in- 
telligent classes, has come from this source. They have been 
‘accustomed to regard religion as a sort of Utopia, a land of 
shadow and of fiction, where, wrapt in pleasing vision, credulity 
reposes on the lap of imposture.’ 

It is too late for a religion to maintain ground against the 
science of nature. She is rapidly extending her dominion, and 
with the force of demonstration is she challenging the confi- 
dence of mankind, Every enlightened and benevolent mind 
must contemplate her progress with intense interest. 

Our knowledge of the character and government of God is 
derived both from his works and from his word. Both of these 
are, in strict truth, a revelation ; but in accordance with popu- 
lar usage, and to avoid circumlocution, let us call the knowl- 
edge obtained from the one source science, and that obtained 
from the other revelation. 

To enlarge the boundaries of human knowledge ; to instruct 
us how to remove or to alleviate misery ; to open to us ever 
growing and fresh sources of happiness ; to lift our thoughts up- 
ward, and introduce us to the great cause and guardian of the 
universe—these are the noble objects of all science. These 
too are the objects of revelation. 
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In prosecuting scientific knowledge we first endeavor to col- 
lect and systematize facts, then to discover their relations. 
The former being the primary and more definitive office of 
science, successfully sustained by the learned members of this 
association, on the present occasion it may not be impertinent, 
assuming the facts of science, to point out one of its most im- 
portant relations—its relation to revelation. 

To every mind that has felt the objections to revelation so 
frequently urged on philosophical and scientific pretensions, and 
that considers the certainty attending the recent discoveries of 
inductive science, and the consequent strength of evidence 
against any supposed revelation which does not harmonize with 
its teachings, such an attempt may not be uninteresting nor un- 
important. If it is successful, the entire harmony of science 
with revelation will appear, they will be seen to reflect light 
upon each other, the identity or the analogy of their facts will be 
made manifest ; it will thus become evident that science and 
revelation have the same foundation and truth in nature, the 
same source, the same import and interest, and that they are 
actually conspiring to the same end. 

Iam aware that some of the doctrines of revelation have 
been asserted to be in opposition to reason and natural science ; 
and hence that we must either withhold the free exercise of our 
reason and shut our eyes upon science, or abandon our reli- 
gious faith. Thatthey may have been sometimes so exhibited, 
is very possible ; but when correctly apprehended, not only 
are they not opposed to right reason, but they encourage its 
loftiest efforts. No honest mind will doubt this, unless because 
it is yet in its infancy, and does not know all that it may know, 
at some future stage of its existence. Whatever is revealed, 
is itself of course no longer a mystery ; but connected with and 
involved in things revealed, may be other things not yet reveal- 
ed. In this view a divine revelation to man may necessarily 
involve or imply things at present above the reach of human 
reason, but nothing opposed to it. 

The greatest and most profoundly scientific men that ever 
lived were firm believers in the bible, as a divine revelation. 
Who was prince of inductive science ? Bacon. Who of the 
philosophy of the human understanding ? Locke. Who of 
astronomy ? Newton. Who of chemistry ? Davy. No 
intelligent person will deny, that of all men that ever lived 
none have probably done more than these to enlarge the boun- 
daries of human knowledge, to extend the dominion of real 


5 


science. Yet these men were believers in revelation. They 
prized its lessons of instruction, and the ennobling faith which 
they inspire, above all mere human knowledge or earthly treas- 
ures. 

But it is said that the bible does not speak in the language 
of science. And what if it does not? It was not given to 
teach us science, but religion ; consequently it addresses all 
classes of minds, in language of most common currency. Did 
it employ scientific modes of expression, it would be a sealed 
book to more than nine tenths of its readers. ‘The wisest and 
most learned philosophers, in their common intercourse with 
mankind, still speak in the same way that the bible does, not- 
withstanding the discoveries of modern science. Suppose the 
chemist should direct his cook concerning the preparation of his 
dinner, in the language of science. Would his cook be any the 
wiser for his instructions ? Suppose the physician should em- 
ploy the language of science, when instructing the nurse or the 
friends of the sick ? He might as well hold silence. Indeed 
we all say, The sun rises ; although, in strict science, the earth 
moves. We say, objects have such and such colors ; although, 
in fact, they have no colors, all colors residing in the media, 
the solar rays, through which they are seen. All say, Wesee 
this or that object ; although we never truly see the object it- 
self, but only its image. 

There are then two kinds of language, that of science and 
that of common use. The wise philosopher knows how to un- 
derstand and to use each of them in its place; and hence the 
bible, in the spirit of wise philosophy and common sense, inas- 
much as it addresses all classes of mankind, employs the lat- 
ter. 

But while revelation was given to teach us religion, and not 
natural science, it is yet evident that whatever reference is had 
to facts in nature by a revelation truly divine, must be such as 
to endure the test of all the subsequent discoveries of science ; 
and furthermore, as all true religion is founded in nature, it must 
exhibit facts in the moral world corresponding to those in the 
natural world. Let us then proceed to a cursory notice of the 
identity and the analogy of the facts unfolded by science and 
by revelation. To do this successfully, demands the united aids 
of both science and philology. ‘They serve to enlighten and to 
chastise each other. Some employ only science without phi- 
lology ; others only philology, without science. The conse- 
quence is that each class, in explaining supposed facts, incline 
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to many wild and conflicting theories. But when you sit pa- 
tiently down to the exact teachings of cautious science, and to 
the legitimate teachings of sober philology, bringing each of your 
lessons to bear together, you will not long be left in doubt re- 
specting either their import or their agreement. 

1. Cosmocony. Science indicates that the world was re- 
modeled from preexisting materials, which were probably the 
ruins of a former economy. Revelation also instructs us, that, 
in the beginning of the present economy God formed, produc- 
ed, renovated, the material globe which we inhabit. Such is 
the import of the original 45. The word does not signi- 
fy, to bring into existence from nothing, but to germinate, pro- 
duce, remodel, or make over again ; as in the case of the veg- 
etable creation, every spring. The same use of the word oc- 
curs in the Hebrew parallelism, ‘ Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.’ By a principle 
of the language, well known to the Hebrew scholar, the latter 
term is here explanatory of the first. T’o create a clean heart, 
is not to bring a heart into existence out of nothing, but to re- 
new or change the character of the old one. And thus are we 
taught, ‘In the beginning God renewed the heavens and the 
earth.’ Such is the import of science, and such too of phi- 
lology. 

Science teaches that previous to this renovation the elements 
were ina state of chaos, confusion, wild and dark disorder. 
So also revelation instructs us, that ‘the earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep.’ 

Science teaches that the work of creation was not effected 
by a single fiat of the Almighty, but in successive stages ; and 
furthermore it demonstrates that these stages were, in respect to 
order, precisely the same as those given by revelation. j 

First, the spirit of God brooded over the abyss, and began 
the mighty work of renovation. The earth was balanced in 
its orbit, and commenced those uniform revolutions, which in- 
troduced light to all its surface and ‘ divided the light from the 
darkness.’ 

Secondly, the atmosphere was formed, and by enveloping 
and belting the globe with its elastic energy, suspended a por- 
tion of the waters above the earth in mid heaven; it ‘ divided 
the waters which were under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament.’ : 

Thirdly, the waters upon the earth gradually retired to the 
deep beds, and the dry land appeared ; and now the moist and 
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warm earth, planted with the Creator’s hand, instantly began to 
put forth the vegetable kingdom. 

Fourthly, the dense vapors, fogs and mists, occasioned by 
the agitation and retiring of the waters together with the evo- 
lution of latent heat, rolled gently away from the heavens and 
left a clear sky, so that the sun, moon, and stars, put forth their 
naked glories upon the world. The word wy) translated 


‘made’ in the sentence, ‘God made two great lights, the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night ;_ he 
made the stars also,’ is not the same as that translated in the 
first verse, ‘ create ;’ nor yet does it signify to originate or call 
from nothing into existence. It has a more general meaning, 
and signifies here to bring into a certain relation to an object, to 
give, put, place, constitute. The meaning is, that God made 
the sun, moon, and stars to become such to the earth. In the 
same way it is said, that he made Joseph father to Pharaoh, 
made him lord of Egypt ; that he made or constituted the bow 
a sign, &c. ‘As the rainbow,’ says a learned pen, ‘ was 
made or constituted a sign, though it might have existed be- 
fore, so the sun, moon, and stars, may be said to have been 
made and set as lights in the firmament on the fourth day, 
though actually existing long before.’ 

Fifthly, the present race of living creatures inhabiting the 
two kindred elements of water and of-air, were next called in- 
to existence, and began to propagate their kind. 

Sixthly, the animal tribes of the earth then commenced their 
existence ; last of all which was man, the crown and glory of 
creation. All things being prepared, and the goodly mansion 
being completed and adorned for his reception, he is created 
erect ‘in the image of God,’ and placed in dominion over the 
earth. 

Such is the order of creation given by revelation, and any 
scientific scholar is competent to demonstrate that it is the 
precise and only order taught or admitted by severe and exact 
science. 

The time occupied in the successive stages of creation, 
science makes indefinitely long; the same also does revela- 
tion. ‘The word p), translated ‘day,’ is here evidently the 
language of analogy or accommodation ; the expressions first, * 
second, third days, signifying first, second, third periods. Such 
was a common use of the term at the time Moses wrote, 
when we are of course to look for the meaning of the language 
which he employs. ‘The term has this use both in the scrip- 
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tures and in common parlance. Thus, the expressions, ‘In 
the day that the Lord made the heavens and the earth,’ ‘In 
the day of visitation,’ ‘ In his day,’ ‘In the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men,’ signify in the pertod when the 
recorded events did or will take place, without any intended 
designation of the length of the period. And the constitution 
of the seventh weekly sabbath, the seventh month, the seventh 
year, in the Hebrew theocracy, as time sacred to rest and re- 
ligion, by the express authority of the Creator, has respect to 
the fact that he appropriated the seventh period after the work 
of creation to resting from all his works ; the observance of the 
weekly seventh only being a part of the moral law, or ten com- 
mandments, which our Savior said he did not come to abro- 
gate or annul, and which, for the benefit cf mankind, is of 
course virtually binding on all ages to the end of time. 

Revelation teaches, that there is no such thing as equivocal 
production or generation; that every vegetable and animal in the 
world springs from some organized and living parent, ‘ after its 
kind, whose seed is in itself upon the earth ;’ that is, whose 
seed and power of self-propagation are its own exclusive 
prerogative, so constituted in the beginning by the Creator, and 
never to be invaded. ‘The most modern and exact science 
teaches the same fact; a fact not taught by science nor admitted 
by philosophy, but often confidently denied by them, until quite 
recently, but now conclusively demonstrated to every scienti- 
fic mind. 

We might show the identity of the facts taught or assumed 
by revelation with those taught by science, in numerous other 
minute particulars under this head, but will proceed to notice 
some of the more recent facts taught by 

2. Grotoey. This science investigates the internal struc- 
ture of the terraqueous globe, its materials, formation, primor- 
dial and transitionary states, especially the changes through which 
it has passed since the creation. It has been supposed, upon 
partial and superficial investigation, that some of the facts dis- 
closed by this science militate against the Mosaic age of the 
world. More mature examination and study, however, have 
reversed and corrected this opinion. ‘ Whatever may be said,’ 
says an able writer, ‘ with respect to the state and duration of 
the earth prior to the period with which Moses commences his 
narration, it is admitted by every geologist that our globe, as to 
its present form and arrangement, has been comparatively of 
but short duration. Cuvier, one of the most enlightened geol- 
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ogists of the age, deduces from certain progressive changes on 
the earth’s surface, as well as from the concurrent traditions of 
many nations, that the first appearance of man upon the face 
of the earth cannot be referred to a period farther back than 
about five or six thousand years from the present time.’ 

Geology also instructs us, that since the creation ‘the foun- 
tains of the great deep’ have been ‘ broken up,’ and that mighty 
floods of water have swept the earth’s surface. Especially the 
last great cataclysm, described by Moses, is so fully demon- 
strated to the mind of every geologist, that the identity of the 
deluge taught us by science with that taught us by revelation, 
is now established beyond a philosophical doubt. Yet who 
does not know that the Mosaic deluge has ever been, till quite 
recently, since the introduction of the science of geology, the 
subject of the severest ridicule and most confident sport of in- 
fidelity ? 

Revelation admonishes us, that the earth is a small and frail 
thing in the hand of the Almighty, that ‘ he taketh up the isles 
as a very little thing ;’ that ‘ the mountains have skipped like 
rams and the little hills like lambs,’ that seas have ‘ fled’ af- 
frighted, that rivers have been ‘ driven back,’ and that the solid 
earth has been made to ‘tremble at the presence of Jehovah.’ 
‘ Thou coverest it with the deep as with a garment; the wa- 
ters stood above the mountains. At thy rebuke they fled ; at 
the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.’ ‘He looketh on the 
earth and it trembleth ; he toucheth the hills and they smoke.’ 

At all this infidelity has laughed ; nor could she believe that 
there lives a Being able or disposed to effect such stupendous 
changes with our firmly established world. But geology con- 
firms the solemn facts, as taught by revelation. It even informs 
us that those vast mountains, which tower in awful grandeur 
and pierce the snowy heavens, were hove up from ocean’s 
depths ; that the mountains have truly skipped like rams and 
the little hills like lambs; that vast waters have rolled back 
their affrighted waves and sometimes sought other beds and 
channels—before the dread presence of the Almighty, when 
he has arisen to shake terribly the earth, to prepare his way to 
bring order and life out of chaos and death, or to chastise man- 
kind for their iniquities and to deliver and protect the faithful. 

3. Narurat History. In its most extensive sense, this 
department of science embraces all the obvious and external 
facts of the physical universe, of the earth and the heavens, of 
all minerals, vegetables, fishes, birds, insects, beasts, reptiles. 
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Not only does this science teach the same facts which are re- 
cognized by revelation, so far as revelation touches the facts of 
natural history, but it also exhibits similar views of the amazing 
perfections of the Creator—his power, wisdom, goodness, ubi- 
quity, and his minute regard for the least as well as comprehen- 
sive regard for the greatest of his works. 

The more extensively this science is pursued, the more con- 
clusively does it teach us the same lesson which is so beauti- 
fully and variously taught by revelation—that nothing is created 
in vain, that the finish of a divine hand is upon every thing, 
even the smallest insect and the feeblest blade of grass ; and 
that, with an infinitely wise benevolence, all creatures are per- 
fectly adapted to each other and to the world in which they are 
made to dwell. Even those animals, reptiles, and insects, 
which were once considered not only useless but hurtful, this 
science has shown to possess an important value. ‘Those car- 
niverous and destructive animals, which we most dread, are 
needed to dispatch a redundant horde of inferior creatures, for 
which creatures there is nevertheless an important use, in the 
general economy ; to say nothing of the happiness enjoyed by 
themselves, as long as they are permitted to exist. Those 
poisonous reptiles, insects, and vegetables, which we so care- 
fully shun and would feign annihilate, though often supposed by 
the uneducated to have been made in vain, are yet proved by 
science to have an important use in the general system. 

Having described many of the most striking and instructive 
phenomena of natural history, the mind of the writer bursts forth 
in rapture, ‘O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.’ Is 
not this the very language which every enlightened mind feels 
constrained to employ, under the inspiration of modern science ? 
And to perfect the wisdom and benevolence of creation, reve- 
lation instructs us that important relations exist between all 
parts and all beings in the universe, from atoms to worlds and 
from insects to men and to angels. The same truth is also 
taught by natural history ; and that too with a demonstration 
which none but a truly scientific mind can fully feel, and which 
it would require volumes to illustrate. 

The scientific mind will not fail to be impressed with the 
beautiful illustration from botany, in which the resurrection of 
man from the grave is exhibited as analogous to the resurrection 
of the vegetable kingdom. ‘ But some will say, How are the 
dead raised, and with what body do they come? Thou fool, 
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that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die. So also 
is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption ; 3 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.’ 

4. Astronomy. This science teaches us the magnitude, 
position, motions, laws and relations of the heavenly bodies. 
It unfolds to our astonished and admiring eyes an immeasurable 
vastness, wisdom, and glory in the material universe. Revela- 
tion does the same, introducing us also to a corresponding mor- 
al universe. It discovers to us as magnificent a moral creation, 
as is the material creation disclosed by astronomy. It brings 
to our view moral worlds, thrones, kingdoms, principalities and 
powers in heavenly places. It teaches us that so vast is the 
universe ‘ the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance ;’? that ‘all nations be- 
fore Him are as nothing, and are counted to him as less than 
nothing and vanity.’ No religion but that of the bible does this. 
All other professed revelations and religions are too circum- 
scribed to correspond with the magnitude of creation, as unfold- 
ed by astronomy. 

Astronomy instructs us further, that no sun, nor world, nor 
satellite is made for itself only ; it teaches us, that each con- 
tains important relations to all others ; that if one performs well 
its office, others are benefited ; that if it fails, others are injured 
along with it. If one planet should swerve or fall from its or- 
bit, others must suffer too. So also teaches revelation respect- 
ing moral worlds and moral beings. It informs us that the fall 
of one man brought disaster upon a whole race ; that the fall of 
our race has produced commotion abroad in heaven ; that ‘no - 
man liveth to himself ;’ that the good man is a benefit to all 
around him, and sends out an influence to bless the universe 
forever, and that the bad man perishes ‘not alone in his 
iniquitiy.’ 

Astronomy instructs us that there is a physical sympathy be- 
tween the various parts of the material universe—that suns, 
planets, satellites, feel and respond to each others condition and 
movements. Revelation informs us that also a moral sympathy 
is felt between the various parts of the moral universe. It is 
true that man in sin feels little sympathy with other and superior 
beings; for it is a tendency of sin to narrow down the soul 
and exclude this benevolent emotion. But revelation informs 
us that benevolent beings in higher worlds still cherish a sym- 
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pathy towards us, such that ‘ there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth ;’ and experience 
and observation have taught us, that no sooner is a soul upon 
earth renewed unto holiness than it reciprocates this sympathy. 
That a creature upon earth should realize and respond to the 
love of an angel in heaven, is no more strange than that the 
planet we inhabit should realize and respond to the influence of 
the sun, at the distance of ninety millions of miles. 

Astronomy instructs us that there is order, subordination, 
government, in the material universe. It gives to suns their 
appropriate stations and offices as the grand central sources of 
attraction, light, heat ;—it gives also to planets their places of 
due subordination ; to moons and other satellites, theirs ; mak- 
ing each to maintain its own rank, and revolve in its own orbit 
and not another’s. Thus in the solar system a planet revolves 
around its sun, and not the sun around its planet. Why? Be- 
cause the sun is the greater and more glorious body, more 
worthy to reign. For the same reason a satellite revolves 
around its primary and not the primary around its satellites. 
Thus the whole system of planets and satellites revolve together 
around their common centre ; and thus, probably, the whole 
material universe revolves around the great central source of 
dominion and power—the throne of God. What a magnificent 
lesson of the excellence of order and government, that even 
gross matter, so unmanageable, turbulent, noisy and destructive, 
when out of place and not held in due subordination, can be 
made to people the vast realms of space in such immense quan- 
tity and move to such amazing results, with such perfect 
silence, ease, power and beauty! There is no interference, no 
usurpation of each other’s prerogative, no confusion, with the 
solar and celestial orbs, but all move harmoniously around in 
their appropriate places, praising God. 

So also revelation assigns rank and power to every moral be- 
ing, and to'all classes of moral beings, according to their ex- 
cellence and greatness. For this reason it makes God supreme, 
placing him upon the throne over all other beings, and assign- 
ing to his creatures subordinate rank and power, to some higher 
and to others lower. It informs us that in the moral as well as 
in the natural heavens ‘ one star differeth from another star in 
glory ;? nor does it allow a star of the first magnitude to despise 
or injure a star of the sixth, nor a star of the sixth magnitude to, 
envy a star of the first ; but it requires each and all to shine in 
the unsullied loveliness of good nature, in the beauty of mutual 
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love, and with all the strength they have, to their Maker’s 
praise. 

Astronomy teaches us the comparative insignificance of the 
human race. It makes us feel that we are so diminutive, as to 
be unworthy of the divine notice. Even with the naked eye 
about one thousand stars can be seen, which astronomy has 
shown to be probably suns to other worlds ; and with a power- 
ful telescope, some millions become visible. What then is the 
race of man, in such a vast universe! Such is the language of 
modern astronomy ; and such too is the language of revelation. 
‘When I consider thy heavens the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars which thou hast ordained, what is man that 
thou art mindful of him?’ ‘ Who is like to the Lord our God, 
who dwelleth on high; who humbleth himself to behold the 
things that are in heaven and in the earth?’ Revelation every- 
where represents the condescension of God in deigning to no- 
tice our world as exceedingly great ; but how could this be, if 
there were not, as astronomy teaches, a vast multitude of other 
and higher worlds more worthy of his notice? 

Astronomy discloses the solemn fact that some of the fixed 
stars — that is, suns with their systems like our solar system,— 
what the scriptures call ‘heaven and earth’ —have been de- 
stroyed. Almost every century witnesses the disappearance of 
some, showing that it is a law of these material systems, as it 
respects their present form and appearance, to come to an end; 
thus teaching us to’ expect, that the system we inhabit — our 
‘heaven and earth’ — will, in process of time, be destroyed. 
And this, too, is what revelation has taught us will actually be 
accomplished. ‘ Heaven and earth will pass away.’ 

5. Narurat Puitosopuy. Natural history is concerned 
with ecternal and obvious appearances of things ; natural philos- 
ophy with their more interior and hidden phenomena. _ It ex- 
plores causes. It searches out the laws or general principles, 
by which nature operates. Thus it investigates the laws of 
gravitation ; of magnetism ; of light, heat, electricity ; of gal- 
vanism ; of air and sound ; of rain, snow, hail ; of all the phe- 
nomena of nature. 

This is a boundless field, and to point out all the moral rela- 
tions here, would require volumes. Our reference must be 
general and brief. 

Philosophy teaches us that the laws by which the Creator 
governs matter are perfect, exact, unbending, and universal in 
their demands. They extend to all worlds, all portions and 
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14 
combinations of matter, all atoms. Take for example that 
law, by which all bodies and all particles of matter are attract~ 
ed towards each other directly as their magnitudes and inverse- 
ly as the squares of their distances. It is ascertained that this 
law is exact and universal. Not an atom of matter is allowed 
to escape. The mote that plays in the sun-beams, as truly as 
the planet that rolls in the skies, is rigidly subjected to this law. 

Revelation informs us that the laws by which the Creator 
governs minds, are also perfect, exact, unbending, universal in 
their demands ; that they extend to all moral beings and to 
all their actions and motives. Not a single moral being, action, 
or motive, is allowed to escape. But while matter is only 
passive, and hence is always compelled to obey, mind is active 
and voluntary, and hence can obey or disobey, as it pleases ; 
but unless it renders voluntary obedience in every moral action, 
in every motive, the transgressed and offended laws will 
punish. 

So it is in respect to every particular in physical law, as sci- 
ence teaches ; and so also it is in respect to every particular in 
moral law, as revelation teaches. ‘ For whosoever shall keep 
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 
If the law is perfect in nature, it is equally perfect in religion. 
Why not? Is it not as important to have perfect law over 
mind, as over matter ? And is it not as important to have it 
obeyed in the one case, as in the other ? Does then the natural 
law of the universe extend its claim even to particles of matter, 
not permitting so much as an atom to escape ? And does not 
the moral law of the universe then extend its claim to the 
thoughts and purposes of our minds ? Are not motives as im- 
portant in the moral world, as particles of matter are in the 
material world ? Is it not as important that law should look 
after the one, as after the other ? So says science ; so says 
revelation. Infidelity laughs at the idea that God will call men 
to this strict account; that he will punish or reward such 
little things as motives ; but its cavils are as directly against en- 
lightened natural science, as against revelation. _ 

It is by virtue of this perfect moral law, whose demands are 
perpetually upon us and will never be repealed, and by which 
we are all finally to be tried, that our Judge is now declaring 
to us in the language of revelation, ‘ I am he who searcheth the 
reins and hearts, and I will give to every one of you according 
to your works.’ 
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Philosophy teaches that it is impossible for man to annihi- 
late any portion of the material universe. He may compose, 
decompose, change the place and form of matter, but he cannot 
put a single particle out of existence. Revelation informs us 
that it is also impossible for man to annihilate any portion of the 
moral universe—that is, a moral being, or soul. He may dis- 
possess it of its present tenement, change its place and mode 
of being, but cannot annihilate it. Thus Christ said, ‘ Fear 
not them who kill the body, but who have no power to kill the 
soul.’ 

Further, as matter is never annihilated, but may be changed, 
refined, and reduced to forms of surpassing beauty, philosophy 
teaches us that our mortal bodies, after dissolving and return- 
ing to dust as they were, may be raised again in new and glo- 
rious forms. And does not revelation declare, ‘ All who are 
in their graves will hear the voice of the Son of God and come 
forth.’ 

Philosophy also instructs us that the same effect may be 
passed upon the bodies of living multitudes, who have not tast- 
ed the bitterness of death. As science teaches the indestruc- 
tibility of matter, and the rapid and wonderful changes through 
which it may be made to pass, as if by a flash of lightning, 
from the grossest to the most spiritual, splendid and enduring 
forms, revelation, assuring us that what science indicates as 
possible and probable will be done, declares, ‘ Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth corruption in- 
herit incorruption. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed.. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump ; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. Fr this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.” Thus we see that here, as in many other places, 
revelation takes up our minds where science leaves them, and 
carries them forward into regions which mere human science is 
incompetent to explore. 

6. Mepicat science. The term is here used in its most 
comprehensive import, including anatomy and physiology as 
well as the treatment of patients. 

This science developes the wonderful mechanism and laws 
of the human system, demonstrating the existence, power, wis- 
dom, and benevolence of the Creator, in a manner which fully 
corresponds with what is taught by revelation. It shows us 
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that we are indeed ‘ curiously formed,’ that we are ‘ fearfully 
and wonderfully made.’ 

Medical science also calls upon us for the same treatment both 
of our bodies and of our minds, which revelation enjoins. It is 
ascertained, scientifically, that every one of the virtues inculca- 
ted by revelation, is conducive to health of body and soundness 
of intellect, in a medical view ; also that, in the same view, 
every thing which revelation calls vice, and condemns and for- 
bids as such, is positively injurious. Science has demonstrated 
that he who would enjoy the clearest and most vigorous intellect, 
the purest health, the longest and most efficient life, can take 
no surer course for it than to follow the precepts of revelation. 

How widely different in this respect is that revelation of 
which we speak from all pagan and false schemes of religion. 
They all approve and even enjoin many things as virtues, which 
medical science has shown to be injurious both to mind and 
body. ‘They admit principles which science proves to be at 
variance with the true philosophy of our nature. ‘They sanc- 
tion conduct which dwarfs and enfeebles the intellect, corrupts 
the heart, impairs the health, shortens life. Their austerities 
are cruelty ; ; her indulgences licentiousness ; ‘the way of 
peace they have not known.’ From the days of Methusaleh 
to this hour, those communities which have enjoyed the light 
and walked most in the precepts of revelation, have been fa- 
vored with the soundest health, the most of physical as well as 
moral happiness, the highest degree of efficiency, the longest 
lives. And how perfectly hand in hand do science and revela- 
tion go with us in promoting temperance, virtue, morality, and 
religion. 

What made Daniel wiser than all the medical college of the 
royal court of Babylon, in regard to the means most conducive 
to the beauty and health of his person? Because the science 
of physiology was not then understood ; but Daniel was taught 
from above. ‘ There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of 
the Almighty giveth him understanding.’ A good physician 
and a good divine will always agree in regard to what is condu- 
cive to health and virtue, although, they derive their knowledge 
from different sources ; the one from science, the other from 
revelation. Indeed it may be difficult to tell from which source 
the cause of temperance, for example, has dérived most assist- 
ance ; from the testimony of revelation, as furnished by di- 
vines, or from the testimony of science, as furnished by phy- 
sicians. 
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Not only do science and revelation agree in commending 
strict and thorough virtue in all things, but also in rebuking 
those ultra doctrines and radical theories into which ardent 
minds, not liberalised by science, have ever been prone to rush, 
to the harm of important principles lying deeper than they 
penetrate, and to the ultimate undoing of much good. The 
voice of revelation is, like the healing operations of nature, gen- 
tle, kind, powerful; it is ever reasonable, is full of ‘sound 
knowledge and discretion,’ is ‘ temperate in all things,’ lets its 
‘modération be known to all men.’ ‘The same is true of the 
teachings of science. The physician, reformer, or divine, who 
undertakes to promote the health and virtue of mankind by any 
wisdom contravening that of revelation, is sure to depart from 
sober sense and sound science, and to do more evil, ultimately, 
than he does good. 

7. Cuemistry. This science investigates the original ele- 
ments of things. It discovers the changes which take place 
both in organized and unorganized bodies, also in all gaseous 
substances ; it explores the nature and operation of the powers 
concerned in producing their compositions and decompositions. 
It discloses the amazing wisdom and economy of the Creator, 
in that all the complicated and boundless phenomena of nature 
are the result of the operations of only some eight or ten simple 
substances. It shows how frugal he is in means ; how prodigal 
in results. 

Revelation instructs us that all the complicated and boundless 
phenomena of the moral world, all the graces and beauties that 
adorn the kingdom of God, spring from the operations of a very 
few simple laws. ‘The ten commandments embrace the whole. 
All the elements of the material universe, can be contained ina 
thimble ; and all the laws of the moral universe, can be inscrib- 
ed upon its surface. 

Modern science is fast resolving all the elementary powers, 
which actuate matter, into one principle—Catoric. Revela- 
tion has resolved all the elementary powers, which actuate minds 
in the kingdom of God, into one principle—Love. 

Chemistry teaches us that if the elements of nature are mis- 
applied, that if they are not used according to the Creator’s in- 
tention, great evil will inevitably result. ‘The elements which 
compose air, water, the earth, vegetables, animals, may be so 
miscombined and misapplied as that the atmosphere would ex- 
plode, the ocean be converted to flaming fire, the earth be re- 
duced to ashes, and all living things and beings perish. 

Q* 
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So also revelation informs us, that if the elementary powers 
of moral beings— intellect, conscience, will, affections—be mis- 
used ; if they are not rightly exercised and given to their appro- 
priate objects, according to the laws of the moral universe ; in 
other words, if they are perverted by sin, beyond recovery, 
moral ruin is inevitable. 

Chemistry, aided by geology, is teaching us that.the earth 
contains the elements of its final destruction, in its immense cen- 
tral fires, relieved at present by volcanic eruptions, which are 
however gradually subsiding, and thus preparing the way for a 
general catastrophe, when the long restrained and impatient ele- 
ment will burst forth from its confinement, and with consuming, 
and awful energy envelope the world in fames. So also does 
revelation inform us, that ‘ the heavens and the earth, which are, 
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved to fire against 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men ;’ that ‘ the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein will be burned up.’ 

Chemistry teaches us, however, that while matter is capable 
of infinite changes and modifications, it is never actually annithi- 
lated. So also does revelation instruct us, that the destruction 
of our world will not be an annihilation of it, but, as in the case 
of our bodies, a transition from its present to a more glorious 
form—to a world of surpassing magnificence and beauty, fitted 
to be the everlasting and happy abode of holy beings. ‘ The 
heavens being on fire will be dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat, nevertheless we, according to his prom- 
ise, do look for a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.’ ‘ And I saw a new heaven and a new earth ; for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru- 
salem coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be their God. And God 
will wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain ; for the former things have passed away. And 
he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make ALL THINGS 
NEw.’ 
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Let it now be considered that all of these sciences are mod- 
ern. The facts which they teach, they did not reveal to the 
world till more than a thousand years after the bible was written. 
What had science taught, at the time the bible was written, re- 
specting the creation of the world ; its primordial and transition 
states ; the order of its formation ; the mighty changes through 
which it has passed ; the successive production of its mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms ? Respecting that last great de- 
luge of waters that has swept its surface ? What respecting the 
most wonderful facts in natural history so illustrative of the divine 
perfections, and especially the exact and inviolable laws of 
propagation ? What respecting the magnificence of creation, as 
unfolded by modern astronomy, and its correspondence to the 
moral kingdom disclosed by revelation ? What respecting the 
extent and perfection of the laws of nature, so exactly corres- 
pondent to the revealed laws of the moral universe ? What re- 
specting physiology and the system of morals and religion most 
conducive in a medical view to health, efficiency, and long life ? 
What respecting the elements of nature, the combustibility of 
water, earth, and air; the great central fires of our globe ; the 
means and the probability of its ultimate dissolution ? 

These things, and thousands of subordinate particulars in con- 
nection with them, were not taught by science till within two 
or three centuries. Human learning had not dreamed of them. 
Indeed many opinions entirely repugnant to them were enter- 
tained by all philosophers, till since the origin of inductive and 
sure science. Yet they are all distinctly and accurately recog- 
nised by revelation. 

Now that all these vast and unexpected discoveries of mod- 
ern science, should in no instance contradict what is taught in’ 
the bible ; that the numerous teachings of a book written near- 
ly two thousand years ago, should exhibit the same views of 
nature which the most certain and exact science now does—is 
it not invincible proof of the truth and the divinity of its pro- 
fessed revelation ? Does it not prove the book to be true to 
nature, and of course as true as nature ?—and does it not also 
discover a prescience and omniscience in its production, which 
unequivocally bespeak the special presence and agency of the 
Infinite Mind? ‘Then is it scientifically demonstrated to be a 
revelation from God. It is clothed with divine authority ; and 
all of the stupendous and glorious things which it teaches, may 
be relied upon as unquestionable facts. 
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It follows further that true science is a friend to true religion. 
It is only the ‘opposition of science falsely so called,’ that re- 
ligion shuns and condemns. Other things being equal, the 
more there is of true science, the more will there be of true 
religion, in any community ; and, vice versa, the more there is 
of religion, the more will there be of science. In all preced- 
ing ages, those nations and communities which have had the 
most of true science, have had the most of true religion ; and 
if at this moment you take the map of the world, and draw 
your pencil around the kingdoms most enlightened by chris- 
tianity, you circumscribe precisely those most enlightened by 
science. Since science and revelation teach the same, kindred, 
and analagous truths, the one by human study and the other by 
divine communication ; since the truths they teach are compre- 
hended and mutually affianced in one great connected system ; 
since they occupy different departments, but conspire together 
for the same end — the intellectual and moral elevation of our 
race — they ought to be united, they must be united in every 
scheme of sound and comprehensive philosophy, and in every 
successful effort for the permanent good of mankind. A hall 
of successful science excluding revelation —a college for liber- 
al education detached from all religion yet tending to promote 
human knowledge and happiness —is an anomaly which the 
world never saw, and of which none but a deluded brain, or 
one ignorant of true philosophy, ever dreamed. 

Science can never supersede the importance of revelation, 
for the history of mankind has proved that revelation must 
always precede and attend true science ; that it is necessary, 
first, to put the human mind upon the track of successful inves- 
tigation, and secondly, to take it up where human science 
leaves itand conduct it upward to other and higher knowledge, 
which science, unaided, is unable to reach. For, as Mr. An- 
drew Fuller has truly said, ‘ When you have ascended to the 
height of human discovery there are things, and things of infi- 
nite moment too, that are utterly beyond its reach. Revela- 
tion is the medium, and the only medium, by which, standing 
as it were on nature’s Alps, we discover things which eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, and which have never entered into the 
heart of man.’ 
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